
Blue Mountain Lake Hamlet 
 
It was the little Hamlet of Blue Mountain Lake that found fame as a resort for the wealthiest of 
the Gilded Age. But, in the mid-1800’s, only a handful of lumberjacks lived around the lake, 
under the 3,750-foot Blue Mountain. When, in 1862, “Adventures in the Adirondacks,” a book 
by Connecticut clergyman William H. H.  Murray was published, interest in visiting this 
“wholesome” remote area soared. In fact, so many people came that it was called “Murray’s 
Rush.”  
 
To reach these remote spots in New York State, city folk endured an extremely uncomfortable 
at least 26-hour journey. Because the rails stopped at Saratoga, a long brutal horse-drawn 
coach ride was ahead of them. It was said that passengers were strapped in during the 
hazardous ride. Until the mid-1870’s, the only accommodations were tents and lean-tos such as 
the Blue Mountain Lake camp operated by celebrated Indian guide Mitchell Sabattis.  
 
However, in 1871, when the Adirondack Railroad extended its line from Saratoga to North 
Creek, several stagecoach companies began routes north, ambitious locals, often sponsored by 
a group of city investors, began building hotels. At first, they were somewhat primitive, soon 
quite luxurious. Transportation continued to improve: in 1900, the rail line was extended to 
Raquette Lake, and, from there, visitors took a steamboat up Raquette to the Marion River, 
then a three-quarter-mile ride on the world’s shortest standard-gauge railroad, then another 
steamer trip via the Tuscarora and, finally, arrival at one of the celebrated hotels in Blue 
Mountain Lake. Time to unpack the trunks for a summer holiday! 
 

Some Hotels and Inns No Longer Here 
 
The Blue Mountain Lake hotel boom started with M. Tyler Merwin who, in 1874, built a sawmill, 
barn, and cabin on the mountain overlooking the lake. When several people asked if they could 
visit, he decided to add a hotel, Merwin’s Blue Mountain House. Today, Merwin’s is the site of 
the Adirondack Experience, the Museum on Blue Mountain Lake, with one of its original 
buildings serving as exhibit space. 
 
The following year, John Holland, an Irishman working in North Creek, came to Blue and built 
Holland’s Blue Mountain Lake Hotel, which became known for its good cuisine. He charged $10 
a week compared to Merwin’s $7.50 a week, but both hotels thrived. The Ordway House came 
next to a lovely spot on the lake in 1877. Two years later, Frederick C. Durant bought it and the 
stretch of lakefront sat on it. He tore down most of the Ordway House and built, in 1882, the 
Prospect House, a remarkably large and modern hotel. Frederick was the cousin of William 
West Durant, famed for creating the craze of the “Adirondack Great Camp” for Alfred Vanderbilt, 
J. Pierpont Morgan, and other wealthy New Yorkers. He was also nephew of Dr. Thomas Durant, 
vice president of Union Pacific Railroad and builder of railroads in the Adirondacks. The four-
story Prospect House, considered by some to be the most magnificent of all resort hotels, was 



the first hotel in the world that had electric lights in every room. The installation was overseen 
by Thomas Edison. 
 

A Tour of Blue Mountain Lake 
 
You’ll note that many of these featured buildings are lodges or inns, indicating the “hospitality” 
nature of the hamlet. Of course, the schoolhouse and churches served the small residential 
population.  
 
Blue Mountain Lake is at the intersection of Route 28 and 30. If you take the combined 28/30, 
you go to Indian Lake. The two roads split at the Corner Store.  If you take Route 28 going west, 
you end up in Raquette Lake and Old Forge and if you take Route 30 heading north, you end up 
in Long Lake. 
 
This tour starts at the Long Lake end of the hamlet on Route 30 and heads southeast toward 
Indian Lake and Raquette Lake. 
 
A As mentioned above, Merwin’s Blue Mountain House was 
built in 1874 on the current site of the Adirondack Experience. 
The cottage of Merwin’s Blue Mountain House serves as an 
exhibit building for the museum. The museum was founded by 
Harold Hochschild of Blue Mountain Lake and New York City in 
1957 and is highly regarded as a regional museum.  #9097 Route 
30  
 
 
B Built in 1898 and currently a lodge, Hemlock Hall was originally a 
private camp named Nawadaha, “Sweet singer in the forest.” It is said to 
be the first home in Blue Mountain Lake to have an indoor toilet. In 
1948, the Webb family added a dining room and cabins and opened it as 
a family resort, Hemlock Hall. In 1986, the Provost family took it on, and 
it remains very popular with visitors run by the Provosts’ second 
generation.  #305 Maple Lodge Road   
 
 
 
C Blue Mountain Lake’s second schoolhouse was built in 1895. Today 
many local residents remember attending school in its single room. In the 
1960’s, it was transformed into a stylish gift and local crafts gallery, Blue 
Mountain Designs, which continued for many years in various hands. 
Today, it is home to Pat Benton’s Wide River Two and the Schoolhouse 
Grounds, a bistro with coffee and sandwiches. Owners of the property 
Peter Halsch and Donna Gingell have plans to move the 75-foot Blue 



Mountain Lake steamship Tuscarora (see E) to the property.  #8940 Route 30 
 
 
D Church of the Transfiguration was built in 1885 facing the water to 
accommodate parishioners arriving by boat as there was no road around the 
lake. Its stained-glass windows, bell, and other features are of historic value. 
It is listed on the National Register of Historic Sites. #xxx Route 30  
 
 
 
 
E Now a guest lodge, Steamboat Landing was originally a boathouse, built in 1886. It was 
home to a number of steamboats which traveled Utowana, Eagle, and 
Blue Mountain Lakes— the Eckford Chain—bringing visitors from the 
Marion River Carry to hotels on Blue Mountain Lake. It is best known for 
the Tuscarora, which operated from 1900 to 1929 and is now under 
restoration. The “boathouse” became a lodge and outfitters store 
operated by Ernie and Kim LaPrairie. Now, as Steamboat Landing, it 
welcomes seasonal guests and is under the leadership of Ethan Vander 
Molen and his parents Jeff and Sarah. It has become somewhat of a 
community gathering place.  #8919 Route 30  
 
F Curry's Cottages is one of the oldest family-run businesses in 
Hamilton County. It is built on a wide lake beach in 1900 by David Curry, a 
lumberman, and his wife, Katherine, a teacher at Blue Mountain Lake’s 
one room schoolhouse. Once it had a small restaurant and hotel where, 
reputedly, Thomas Edison stayed. Today, it continues its 125-year 
tradition of hosting guests in its charming cottages, generation after 
generation.  #3470 Route 28  
 
G  Irish-born hotelier John Holland built Holland’s Blue Mountain Lake 
House in 1875. Like so many hotels, it burned down (in 1880), was rebuilt, and 
burned again (in 1904). It was slowly rebuilt, and in 1910, Edgar Craven Potter 
took over management, bought it outright in 1920, and renamed it Potter’s 
Resort. That year, Thomas Edison, Henry Ford, and Harvey Firestone spent the 
night here while determining where to put a power station for the celebrated 
Prospect House. Potter’s remained a popular hotel and restaurant until the 
late-1990’s when it became a private residence. Today it is the home to 
Adirondack Lakes Center for the Arts.  #8897 Route 30  



 
H The Corner Store has been an iconic giftshop, deli, and 
gasoline stop at the intersection of Route 28 and Route 30 since 
the 1940’s for both residents and visitors. It had many names and 
many creative proprietors but continues to be called “The Corner 
Store” and is still owned by the Joyce family, the original 
proprietors.  #8893 NYS Route 30 
 
I More than 75 years ago Silk City Diner #4657 left the 
factory in Paterson, New Jersey. The 42-seat restaurant—with a 
stainless steel and cream enamel exterior—traveled to 
Conowingo, Maryland, where it served customers for decades. It 
was then hauled to Pennsylvania, then Ohio, where it was 
partially restored. It landed in Blue Mountain Lake in 2017, 
during a blizzard, having been bought by Tom Warrington and 
Betsy Folwell. They restored it and sold it to the chef, Darrell Spencer. Chef Darrell’s Mountain 
Diner is a great hit with locals and visitors. #8814 Route 30  
 
 
 
 
J The Forest House was, for many years, a stagecoach stop on 
the way to Blue Mountain Lake, with overnight accommodations and 
food. More recently, it has been a bed and breakfast and a restaurant 
and is now a private home. Route 28/30, before coming to Blue 
Mountain Lake.  
 
 
K Today’s Blue Mountain Inn started as a boarding house in 1886 and 
has been hosting guests for almost 140 years. It was previously known as the 
LaPrairie House and is now owned by the Cunningham family with Meredith 
Cunningham as innkeeper.   #3450 Route 28  
 
 
L For many years, the hamlet counted on Callahan’s Store for its 
all-inclusive inventory—food, clothing, hardware, lumber, grain, ice, 
liquor, and post office. A nearby dock was fitted with railroad tracks to 
allow coal to be dropped off. It is now awaiting a new career.  #xxxx 
Route 28  
 



 
 
M Built in 1921, partly with boards from the razed Prospect House 
(see P), Fuller’s Garage served the automobile needs of residents and 
summer visitors. It also delivered coal to local businesses and homes. In 
1971, it became a much-appreciated regional arts center, Adirondack 
Lakes Center for the Arts (ALCA), providing art shows, arts and crafts 
classes, theater, music, and events to a regional base from 1971 through 
June2025. The property is currently for sale. #3446 Route 28  
 
N Blue Mountain Lake’s Methodist Church building was built in 1889 
as a meeting house and library for the nondenominational Christian Union 
Society. In 1926, the Methodist Church took it over and remodeled it in 
1930.  #3439 Route 28  
 
 
 
O  
St. Paul's Roman Catholic Church, nestled in the serene village of Blue 
Mountain Lake in Hamilton County, New York, holds a special place in the 
hearts of its parishioners and the local community. Founded in the late 
19th century, this historic church has stood as a beacon of faith and 
spiritual guidance for generations of worshippers in the Adirondack region. 
The church's majestic stone facade and Gothic Revival architecture make it 
a striking landmark in the quaint village of Blue Mountain Lake, 
surrounded by the natural beauty of the Adirondack Mountains. The 
church's interior is equally breathtaking, with stained glass windows, 
intricate woodwork, and a sense of sacredness that envelops all who enter its doors. 
St. Paul's Roman Catholic Church has a rich history that reflects the enduring faith and 
dedication of its congregation. From its humble beginnings as a small mission church to its 
growth and expansion over the years, St. Paul's has played a significant role in the spiritual life 
of the community. 
#3426 Route 28  
 
 
P The Blue Mountain Lake Boat Livery opened in 1908 during the 
heyday of the Adirondack Great Camps and is possibly the oldest boat 
livery in the region.  From 1933 to 1955, Richard Collins operated it, 
then sold it to Russ Barrowman who ran it until 1977. The Booth family 
has owned and operated it since then, and it is a vital part of Blue 
Mountain Lake life. In addition to boat rentals, the Booths offer historic 
tours of the Eckford Chain.  #3429 NY-28  
 



Q Hard to believe, but the Prospect House was possibly the most fashionable hotel in the 
country, the darling of rich vacationers from the south. Built in 1882, it boasted four-and-a-half 
levels, 300 rooms, wide verandas on every floor, a gourmet restaurant, bowling alley, billiard 
room, physician’s office, pharmacy, barber shop, hydraulic steam 
elevator, shooting gallery, steam heat and much more. It was the 
first hotel to have electric lights in every room, personally 
supervised by Thomas Edison. It attracted many notables—Astors, 
Vanderbilts, Pierreponts, Whitneys, Roosevelts, Louis C. Tiffany, 
Henry Ford, and many others. Unfortunately, in 1903, high 
operating costs and an outbreak of typhoid fever closed the hotel, 
and it was torn down in 1915. Today, a delightful resort has taken 
its place, Prospect Point Cottages. #3381 Route 28  
 
 
R The Hedges sprawls along Blue Mountain Lake for 12 acres with 600 feet of waterfront. 
It was originally a private camp, built by Colonel Hiram Durya 
for his family in 1881. The Duyeas were well known for 
launching the first speedboat, “Scapeboat,” on the Eckford 
Chain in 1918. In 1920, the property was bought by Richard 
Collins, caretaker of the Vanderbilt camp, Great Camp 
Sagamore, near Raquette Lake. He turned it into a popular 
resort, The Hedges, now on the National Register of Historic 
Places. When Collins died in 1943, his son, John Collins, took 
it over. It changed hands several times, including Pat Benton, 
owner of Wide River Antiques. In 2018, it was bought by a group of loyal “Hedges campers” and 
continues as a community of Adirondack aficionados. On Hedges Road, off Route 28  
 
 


